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Where is the Life we have lost in living? 
Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? 
Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?
T.S. Eliot, from “The Rock” (1934) 
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Dear Colleagues, 
Data-Information-Knowledge-Wisdom Hierarchy is an epistemological system usually associated with Russell ackoff 
(1) although elements of it are envisaged in poetic form by t.S. Eliot, as indicated above. today we may forward one 
more question: “Where is the intellectual humility and reciprocal respect we have lost in competition and in “publish 
or perish” paradigm?” Remembering theodore Roszak who wrote: “In the conditions of spiritual disintegration in 
which we live, modern man is in search of a soul” (2).
the following story may propose an answer: an anthropologist offered african children to play a game. He left a 
basket	full	with	fruits	at	distance,	and	said	to	children:	Who	reached	the	basket	first,	will	eat	all	the	fruits	within	it. 
When the anthropologist gave the starting signal to children to run, they took their hands tightly and run all together. 
thus they reached the basket, sat together around it and enjoyed eating of the fruits. Being surprised the anthropolo-
gist asked the children why they did not run separately, thus fruits being for only one of them. then children replied: 
“obonato. How can one be happy if all around him are sad?” 
a drawing by Yordan Radichkov (1929-2004), a great Bulgarian writer, illustrates the story.
Obonato in african language means “I exist because we exist.”
Remembering  aristotle who argues that one’s friend is “anoth er oneself” - much later arthur Rimbaud will express 
it as Je est un autre (in french, “I is another”).
This,	in	terms	of	biomedicine,	should	be	definited	as	Homo interactomicus (3). If the society is composed of sepa-
rate individual entities called humans, where are the tight junctions and nexuses that bind them together? according 
to the network theory, the happiness tends to be correlated in social networks. When a person is happy, nearby friends 
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have a 25 percent higher chance of being happy themselves. furthermore, people at the “hub” of a social network 
tend to become hap pier in the future than those at the periphery. Something like hub proteins, which are able to form 
protein-protein interaction network. as well as like in a talk between Mind and Molecule where Mind got his Eureka 
moment: “He is a molecule precisely because he interacts with other molecules; he is nothing on his own” (4). 
Even if we sometimes despair of human nature, we must admit that “one-eat-another” scenario conjured up by 
the	phrase	“survival	of	the	fittest”	does	not	bear	much	resemblance	to	life	as	we	know	it.	In	the	modern	evolutionary	
biology, the metaphor “survival of the nicest” is becoming increasingly appreciated – it up-regulates the cooperation 
as	natural	as	competition,	and	altruism	as	natural	as	selfishness	(5).
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